SOUTH TIPPAH SCHOOL DISTRICT
THIRD GRADE PARENT GUIDE

*

What Your Child Will Learn & How You Can Help at Home

[0 Welcome to Third Grade!

Third grade is a landmark year in your child’s education! Reading shifts from learning to read to
reading to learn. Your child will tackle longer texts, write multi-paragraph pieces, and dive into
multiplication. This guide walks you through what your child will be learning based on the Mississippi
College and Career Readiness Standards (MS CCRS) — and gives you simple, powerful ways to
support that learning every day at home.

1 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Your child will build skills across reading, writing, language, and speaking/listening this year:

[J Phonics & Word Study (RF.3)

Your child will learn to:

Decode multisyllabic words using knowledge of
morphemes (prefixes, suffixes, roots)

Read grade-level words with common Latin
suffixes (-tion, -sion, -ture)

Read words with Greek and Latin roots (bio,
graph, geo)

Read grade-level irregularly spelled words
accurately

Read grade-level text with accuracy, appropriate
rate, and expression (fluency)

[0 Reading: Literature (RL.3)
Your child will learn to:

Ask and answer questions about key details in
stories

Determine the central message, lesson, or moral
of a story

Describe characters in a story and explain how
their actions contribute to the sequence
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
used in a text

Distinguish the reader's own point of view from
the narrator or character's

Compare and contrast themes, settings, and
plots in stories by the same author

Use text evidence to support answers and
inferences

O Try This at Home!

*

Practice 3-syllable words: break them apart, say
each part

Build words using root cards: graph, port, vis, dict
Have your child read aloud to you for 20 minutes
every night

Point out prefixes and suffixes on signs, menus,
and labels

Play Word Study Bingo with roots and affixes
Keep a personal dictionary of new words your
child learns

[1 Try This at Home!

*

*

After reading, ask: "What lesson did this story
teach?"

Ask: "Why do you think the character made that
choice?"

Read two books by the same author — compare
and contrast

Ask: "What in the book makes you think that?"
(cite evidence!)

Have your child act out the story or draw the
sequence of events

Ask: "What would YOU have done in that
situation?"



(0 Reading: Informational Text (RI.3)
Your child will learn to:

Ask and answer questions to show
understanding of text

Determine the main idea and explain how key
details support it

Describe the relationship between historical
events, concepts, or steps in a text

Determine the meaning of vocabulary words
using context clues

Use text features (headings, glossaries,
diagrams) to locate and understand information
Compare and contrast the most important points
from two texts on the same topic

Identify the author's purpose: to inform,
persuade, or entertain

0 Writing (W.3)
Your child will learn to:

Wirite opinion pieces stating a point and providing
supporting reasons and examples

Write informative pieces introducing a topic with
facts, definitions, and a conclusion

Write narrative stories with a situation, sequence
of events, and a conclusion

Use linking words and phrases: because,
therefore, since, for example

Use correct capitalization, punctuation, commas
in dialogue

Use the writing process: plan, draft, revise, edit,
publish

Type 1 page in one sitting with some keyboarding
fluency

0 Language & Speaking / Listening (L.3 /
SL.3)

Your child will learn to:

Use regular and irregular plural nouns and past
tense verbs correctly

Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood, friendship,
freedom)

Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives (big, bigger, biggest)

Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
(because, although, since)

Produce simple, compound, and complex
sentences

Use commas in addresses and in compound
sentences

Engage in collaborative discussions; build on
others’ ideas with evidence

0 Try This at Homel
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Read nonfiction books about your child's favorite
topics

Ask: "What is the most important idea in this
section?"

Look at diagrams: "What does this picture add to
the words?"

Read kid-friendly articles from TIME for Kids or
Newsela

Compare two books on the same animal, place,
or event

Ask: "Why did the author write this? Who is the
audience?"

0 Try This at Homel!
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Ask your child to write their opinion on a favorite
topic with 3 reasons

Have them write a how-to guide: "How to Care for
a Pet"

Encourage writing personal stories with a
beginning, middle, and end

Practice: "l think... because..." and "For
example..."

Check: Did you use commas correctly? Does
every paragraph have a main idea?

Give them a real audience: write a letter to a
grandparent or friend

Let them type a story on a computer or tablet
once a week

O Try This at Home!
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Practice comparative adjectives: "Which is
bigger, heavier, or more interesting?”

Use conjunctions in conversation: “| like that
because...” and “Although...”

Point out abstract nouns in books and songs:
kindness, courage, freedom

Practice combining sentences: “Can you make
those two sentences into one?"

Model good discussion; listen carefully, then
respond to what was said

Ask your child to explain their thinking in
complete sentences

1 MATHEMATICS



Third grade math centers on multiplication, division, fractions, and deepening understanding of place value and

measurement:

[0 Operations & Algebraic Thinking (OA.3)
Your child will learn to:
* |nterpret products of whole numbers (e.g., 5x7
as 5 groups of 7 objects)
* Interpret whole-number quotients (e.g., 56 + 8 as
8 groups in 56)
* Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve
word problems
* Determine the unknown in multiplication and
division equations
* Apply properties of operations (commutative,
associative, distributive)
*  Fluently multiply and divide within 100 — know all
products of 1-digit numbers by memory

* |dentify arithmetic patterns and explain them
using properties of operations

00 Number & Operations in Base Ten
(NBT.3)
Your child will learn to:
* Use place value understanding to round whole
numbers to nearest 10 or 100
* Fluently add and subtract within 1,000 using
place value strategies and algorithms
*  Multiply one-digit whole numbers by multiples of
10 (e.g., 9 x 80 = 720)
* Understand that in a multi-digit number, each
digit is 10x the digit to its right
* Read and write numbers to 10,000 in numerals,
waords, and expanded form

0O Number & Operations — Fractions
(NF.3)
Your child will learn to:
* Understand fractions as equal parts of a whole
(1/4 means 1 out of 4 equal parts)
* Represent fractions on a number line
* Understand fractions as numbers, not just parts
of a shape
* Explain equivalence of fractions (e.g., 1/2 = 2/4)
using visual models

+ Compare fractions with the same numerator or
denominator using > < =

* Use symbols >, <, = to record the results of
comparisons

0 Measurement & Data (MD.3)

Your child will learn to:

* Tell and write time to the nearest minute; solve
elapsed time problems

O Try This at Homel!
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Drill multiplication facts 5 minutes every day — all
facts 0-10 by year's end

Use arrays: “If we put 3 rows of 4 eggs, how
many eggs total?"

Play multiplication war with a deck of cards

Ask division questions: “24 grapes for 6 people
— how many each?”

Find patterns: “What happens when you multiply
by 57" by 107"

Use skip counting songs to memorize facts: 3s,
4s, Bs, 7s, 8s

O Try This at Home!
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Ask: “Is 347 closer to 300 or 400? How do you
know?” (rounding)

Practice mental math: 600 + 400, 900 — 300, 450
+ 200

Play “Number of the Day": write a number in 3
different ways

Ask: “What is 60 x 4? Think of 6 x 4 and then
multiply by 10!

Count money and make change — great real-
world place value practice

O Try This at Home!

*

*

Cut food into equal parts and name the fraction:
“You have 3/8 of the pizza!"

Use a number line on paper: place 1/2, 1/4, 3/4 in
the right spots

Ask: "Which is more, 1/3 or 1/4 of the same
pizza? Why?"

Compare fractions: draw two fraction bars side by
side to compare

Ask: “Can you find 2/4 and 1/2 on our number
line? Are they the same?"

Play "Fraction War” with fraction cards

O Try This at Home!

*

Practice telling time daily — set a clock to
different times and quiz your child



* Measure and estimate liquid volumes and * Ask: “How long until dinner? School starts in 45

masses using standard units minutes — what time is it now?”

* Solve one- and two-step word problems involving * Measure ingredients when cooking or baking
measurement together

* Draw and interpret scaled picture graphs and bar * Weigh objects on a kitchen scale and compare:
graphs “Which is heavier?”

* Generate measurement data and show it on a * Draw bar graphs together using favorite foods or
line plot sports survey data

* Measure areas of shapes by counting unit * Measure room areas: count floor tiles or carpet
squares squares together

* Relate area to multiplication and addition; find
areas of rectangles

0 Geometry (G.3) [ Try This at Home!
Your child will learn to: % Play “Shape Scavenger Hunt”: find rhombuses,
*  Understand that shapes in different categories rectangles, and trapezoids around the house
share attributes * Ask: “Is every square a rectangle? Is every
+ Identify rhombuses, rectangles, and squares as rectangle a square?
examples of quadrilaterals * Cut shapes into equal parts and name each part
+ Draw quadrilaterals that do NOT belong to as a fraction
named subcategories * Draw floor plans and calculate the area of rooms
* Partition shapes into parts with equal areas * Use graph paper to practice drawing and labeling
+ Express the area of each part as a unit fraction of quadrilaterals
the whole * Sort shapes by attributes using a T-chart or Venn
+ Recognize and use area models to multiply diagram

1 KEY VOCABULARY YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

ELA Words ﬁ Reading Terms Math Words ‘ Grammar Words
theme fluency product noun phrase
text evidence main idea quotient verb tense
author’s purpose inference factor pronoun
point of view summarize multiple adjective
compare/contrast text structure array adverb
context clues figurative lang. perimeter conjunction
character traits genre area possessive
key details vocabulary fraction punctuation

71 Reading Every Day 00 Math Facts Matter



Third graders need 20+ minutes of reading daily
— this is non-negotiable!

Ask comprehension questions before, during,
and after reading

Have your child summarize what they just read in
2-3 sentences

Visit the Tippah County Library for fresh books
every week

| Home Routines

Set a consistent, quiet time every afternoon to
read or review skKills

Keep supplies ready: pencils, paper, crayons,
ruler

Limit screen time

Arrive to school on-time each day

Get plenty of sleep

Build responsibility — give your child simple tasks
to complete independently

Multiplication facts (0—10) must be memorized by
end of 3rd grade

Practice 5 minutes daily — flashcards, songs, or
apps all work!

Use everyday situations: recipes, store prices,
counting groups

Ask: “How many legs do 6 dogs have?” for
multiplication practice

(1 Celebrate Growth!

.

Praise the process, not just the grade — effort
matters most

Display your child's writing and projects at home
proudly

Celebrate milestones: first chapter book,
memorized facts!

Say: “You worked hard on that — I'm so proud of
you!”

I WHAT TO EXPECT THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

W [

[ L]

Fall

Review 2nd grade skills;
introduce
multiplication/division
concepts; phonics —
complex vowels &
multisyllabic words; 3-digit

Winter

Deepen reading
comprehension; author's
purpose & point of view;
multiplication facts fluency;
fractions on a number ling;
informational writing with

Spring
Multi-step word problems;
area & perimeter; compare
fractions; read & analyze
literary & informational
texts; narrative writing with
strong details & dialogue

End of Year Goals

Read 3rd grade texts
fluently; multiply & divide
within 100; know all
multiplication facts; write
multi-paragraph pieces with
evidence; understand

addition & subtraction; text features fractions
opinion writing with

evidence

[0 Stay Connected with Your Child’s Teacher!

Email / School Status Class Newsletter Active Parent

Track your child's progress,
attendance, and assignments
online.

Sent home weekly. Includes what
we're learning and upcoming
events.

Send a message anytime. Expect
a response within 1 school day.

We are partners in your child’s education. We're so glad to have you on the team!




