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SOUTH TIPPAH SCHOOL DISTRICT

SECOND GRADE PARENT GUIDE

*

What Your Child Will Learn & How You Can Help at Home

Welcome to Second Grade!

Second grade is a year of tremendous growth! Your child will become a more independent reader, a stronger writer, and a
more confident mathematician. This guide walks you through what your child will be learning based on the Mississippi
College and Career Readiness Standards (MS CCRS) — and gives you simple, powerful ways to support that learning every
day at home.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Your child will build skills across reading, writing, language, and speaking/listening this year:

Phonics & Word Study (RF.2)

Your child will learn to:

e Decode words with common vowel teams (ai, ay, ee, ea, 0a,
ow)

¢ Read words with r-controlled vowels (ar, or, er, ir, ur)

¢ Decode words with diphthongs (oi, oy, ou, ow)

* Read two- and three-syllable words using syllable patterns

* |dentify and use common prefixes (un-, re-, pre-) and suffixes
(-ful, -less, -tion)

» Read grade-level text with accuracy, rate, and expression
(fluency)

s Use knowledge of spelling patterns to read and write new
words

Reading: Literature (RL.2)

Your child will learn to:

» Ask and answer questions like who, what, where, when, why,
and how

» Recount stories and determine the central message or lesson

» Describe how characters respond to challenges in a story

» Describe the story’s overall structure: beginning, middle, end

* Acknowledge differences in characters’ points of view

= Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same
story

Use text evidence to support answers and thinking

Try This at Home!

* Practice vowel teams with word sorts: aifay words, eefea
words

* Play “word builder” — add prefixes and suffixes to base
words

¥ Have your child read aloud to you for 15 min every night

% Point out r-controlled vowels on signs, cereal boxes, and
books

% Clap out syllables in longer words together

% Use magnetic letters to build and break apart words

* Keep a “Word Wall” at home of tricky words your child is
learning

Try This at Home!

* After reading, ask: “What problem did the character face?
How did they solve it?”

% Ask: “What lesson do you think this story is teaching?”

* Read two versions of the same fairy tale — compare them
together

% Ask: “Why do you think the character felt that way?”

* Have your child summarize the story: beginning, middle, end

#* Ask: “What in the book makes you think that?” (using
evidence)

* Act out stories together to deepen comprehension
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Reading: Informational Text (RI.2)

Your child will learn to:

» Ask and answer questions about key details in informational
text

¢ |dentify the main topic and supporting details of a text

» Describe the connections between events, concepts, and
steps

e Determine the meaning of unknown words using context
clues

e Explain how specific images and text work together to share
information

e |dentify the author’s purpose: to inform, persuade, or
entertain

» Compare and contrast two informational texts on the same
topic

Writing (W.2)
Your child will learn to:
* Write opinion pieces stating a preference and supporting
reasons

e Write informative pieces introducing a topic with facts and a
conclusion

e Write narrative stories with a beginning, middle, and end

¢ Use linking words: because, also, another, and, but, so

¢ Use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in
writing

* Revise and edit writing with teacher and peer support

* Use the writing process: plan, draft, revise, edit, publish

Language & Speaking / Listening (L.2 / SL.2)

Your child will learn to:

® Use collective nouns (herd, flock, team) and irregular plural
nouns

e Form and use past tense of irregular verbs (sat, ran, went,
told)

e Use adjectives and adverbs appropriately in sentences

e Correctly use commas in greetings of letters and in a series
» Use an apostrophe to form contractions and possessives

» Consult dictionaries and glossaries to clarify word meanings

» Participate in discussions; build on others’ ideas with
evidence

MATHEMATICS
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Try This at Home!

* Read nonfiction books about your child’s favorite topics

#* Ask: “What is the most important idea in this section?”

* Look at diagrams and photos: “What does this picture tell
us?”

* Use context clues: “You don’t know that word — what clues
help us figure it out?”

* Compare two library books on the same animal or topic

* Ask: “Why do you think the author wrote this?”

* Read kid-friendly magazines like Ranger Rick or TIME for Kids

Try This at Home!

¥ Ask your child to write about their favorite thing and give 2-3
reasons

* Have them write a how-to: “How to Make a Sandwich” step
by step

* Encourage writing personal stories: vacations, funny
moments, firsts

* Practice linking words in conversation: “I like soccer
because...”

+ Check: Did you use a capital letter? Does every sentence end
with punctuation?

* Read their writing aloud together — does it make sense?

¥ Give them an audience: send a letter to a grandparent or
friend

Try This at Home!

% Practice irregular verbs in conversation: ran/run, went/go,
sat/sit

* Play “adjective and adverb challenge” — describe objects in
detalil

* Point out contractions on signs and in books: it's, can’t, won’t

* Look up unknown words in a kids’ dictionary or online
together

* Model building on ideas: “I agree with that because...”

* Write a friendly letter together using correct comma
placement

* Ask your child to explain their thinking in complete sentences
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Second grade math builds deep understanding of place value, addition, subtraction, measurement, and geometry:

=Operations & Algebraic Thinking (0A.2)

Your child will learn to:

e Add and subtract fluently within 20 from memory

e Solve one- and two-step word problems using addition and
subtraction within 100

e Work with equal groups to build a foundation for
multiplication

o Determine whether a group of objects has an odd or even
number

o Write equations to represent even numbers as equal
addends (6 =3+ 3)

o Use repeated addition to find totals in arrays (rows and
columns)

Numbher & Operations in Base Ten (NBT.2)

Your child will learn to:

e Understand that 100 has 10 tens; count within 1,000

e Read and write numbers to 1,000 using numerals, words, and
expanded form

e Compare three-digit numbers using >, =, < based on place
value

o Add and subtract within 1,000 using strategies and properties

o Add up to four two-digit numbers using place value strategies

Mentally add and subtract 10 or 100 from any number within

1,000

¢ Explain why addition and subtraction strategies work using
place value

Measurement & Data (MD.2)

Your child will learn to:

e Measure the length of objects using rulers (inches and
centimeters)

o Measure an object twice using different units and describe
the relationship

o Estimate lengths using standard units

¢ Solve word problems involving lengths using addition and
subtraction

o Tell and write time to the nearest 5 minutes using a.m. and
p.m.

¢ Solve word problems involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes,
nickels, and pennies

e Generate and interpret data in picture graphs and bar graphs

Try This at Home!
+ Quiz math facts daily — all addition and subtraction within 20
should be automatic

# Tell two-step story problems: “You had 14, bought 6 more,
then gave away 5. How many?”

% Sort socks or snacks: is this an odd or even number?

# Arrange crackers in rows and columns: “How many rows?
How many in each?”

% Play “war” with cards — add or subtract the two cards
flipped

* Use dominoes to practice equal groups and repeated
addition

Try This at Home!

% Bundle straws or toothpicks into hundreds, tens, and ones

# Write numbers in expanded form: 347 =300+40+ 7

#* Compare house numbers, prices, and scores: “Which is
greater?”

* Practice: “What is 10 more than 456? 100 more? 100 less?”

* Use a number line to show jumps of 10 and 100

% Count money: group into hundreds (dollars), tens (dimes),
ones (pennies)

* Play “close to 100" — draw digit cards, make the highest
two-digit number

Try This at Home!
* Keep a ruler handy — measure everything! Shoes, books,
doorways

% Compare measurements: “Is the couch longer in inches or
centimeters?” (more units = smaller unit)

* Estimate first, then measure: “How long do you think this is?”

* Practice telling time every day: “What time does school
start? End?”

* Sort change and count it together using coins and dollar bills
* Make a bar graph of the family’s favorite meals or movies

* Solve money problems: “You have 75¢. Can you buy this item
for 49¢? How much change?”
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Geometry (G.2)

Your child will learn to:

Try This at Home!
“* Draw and label shapes from memory — count sides and

e Recognize and draw shapes with specific attributes (sides, angles
angles) % Use graph paper to partition rectangles into rows and
o |dentify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons, and columns
cubes * Cut sandwiches, pizza, or fruit into halves, thirds, and fourths
e Partition rectangles into rows and columns of equal-size ¥ Ask: “Are these fourths equal even though they're different
squares shapes?”
e Partition circles and rectangles into halves, thirds, and * Play “shape detective” on walks: find pentagons, hexagons,

fourths quadrilaterals

e Describe equal shares using words: halves, thirds, fourths, a * Use pattern blocks or tangrams to explore shape composition
half of, a third of

o Understand that equal shares of identical wholes may not
have the same shape

KEY VOCABULARY YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

ELA Words Phonics Terms Math Words Grammar Words
central message vowel team place value irregular verb
text evidence r-controlled vowel expanded form collective noun
author’s purpose diphthong hundreds/tens/ones plural noun
point of view syllable array adjective
compare/contrast prefix even / odd adverb
context clues suffix repeated addition contraction
linking words base word estimate possessive
opinion fluency difference comma
informative decoding sum apostrophe

Reading Every Day

Second graders need 20 minutes of reading practice daily.
Reading aloud AND silent reading both count!

» Listen to your child read aloud — correct errors gently and

immediately

* Ask comprehension questions before, during, and after
reading

e Let your child pick books at their interest level — motivation
matters!

e Visit the Tippah County Library for a fresh supply of books

Homework Routines
A consistent, quiet homework routine signals to your child that
school is important.
* Set the same homework time every afternoon — right after a
snack works well
» Keep a homework spot that is quiet, well-lit, and distraction-
free

Math Facts Matter
Fluency with addition and subtraction within 20 is a 2nd grade
milestone. Practice makes permanent!

e Drill math facts 5 minutes daily — all facts within 20 should
be instant by year’s end

* Use everyday situations: counting change, measuring,
doubling a recipe

* Ask: “What’s 10 more? 100 more? 10 less?” while driving or
cooking

» Play math card and dice games for fun, low-pressure practice

Celebrate Growth!
Second graders are building real independence. Praise effort
and the process, not just the grade.
¢ Display your child’s writing and projects at home proudly
* Celebrate when they read a chapter book for the first time!

¢ Say: “You didn’t know how to do that before — look at you
now!”
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WHAT TO EXPECT THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

Fall

Review 1st grade skills,
introduce vowel teams and r-
controlled vowels, 3-digit place
value, add/subtract within 100,
opinion writing

Winter

Deepen reading comprehension
strategies, add/subtract within
1,000, measurement with
rulers, time to 5 minutes,
informative writing

Spring

Read and compare texts, multi-
step word problems, counting
money, geometry (fractions,
arrays), narrative writing with
strong details

Second Grade Sight/Red Word List

ooy e Cy B ;
End of Year Goals

Read 2nd grade texts fluently;
add/subtract within 1,000;
know all math facts within 20;
write multi-paragraph pieces
with evidence

A B c D E E G H
all by come don't eat for good help
any began carry door ever far give he
ago been city done everything flower have
along begin complete early front house
afternoon beside every found
anyone enough from
apart
after
again
1 J K L M N (¢} 2
into knew look myself never off people
isn’t laugh maybe out pushed
inside often
Pll only
our
one
or
own
Q R s T u v w XYZ
read she took until very why your
round says too wash yes
river saw talk who
strong their words
someone those whole
see today
seven
special

Email / School Status

Send a message anytime. Expect a

i response within 1 school day.

Stay Connected with Your Child’s Teacher!

Class Newsletter
\

‘ Sent home weekly. Includes what we're
| learning and upcoming events.
1

Active Parent

|
| Track your child’s progress, attendance,
and assignments online.

We are partners in your child’s education. We're so glad to have you on the team!
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