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SOUTH TIPPAH SCHOOL DISTRICT

KINDERGARTEN PARENT GUIDE

¥

What Your Child Will Learn & How You Can Help at Home

[1 Welcome to Kindergarten!

Kindergarten is an exciting and important year in your child's education! This guide is designed to help you
understand what your child will be learning throughout the school year, based on the Mississippi College and
Career Readiness Standards. You are your child's first and most important teacher — and your involvement at
home makes all the difference!

(]

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Your child will develop skills across five big areas in ELA this year:

0 Reading Foundations
Your child will learn to:

Recognize all 26 uppercase and lowercase letters
Learn the sounds each letter makes

Blend sounds together to read simple words
Read common sight words (the, |, like, can...)
Understand that print is read left to right
Recognize and produce rhyming words

Try This at Home!

Sing the alphabet song and point to letters

Play rhyming games in the car: “Cat, bat, hat — what
rhymes?"

Practice sight words with homemade flashcards

Point out letters on signs, boxes, and books

Read together every day for 15-20 minutes

.

U Reading Comprehension

Ask and answer questions about stories

Retell stories with a beginning, middle & end

Identify characters, settings, and major events
Understand the difference between fiction & nonfiction
Identify the author and illustrator

Describe how pictures relate to the story

Try This at Home!
Ask “Who, What, Where, When, Why" questions while
reading
After reading, ask “What happened first/next/last?”
Ask your child to tell you about the story in their own
words
Visit the library weekly and let your child pick books

O Writing

Wirite upper and lowercase letters

Draw, dictate, and write opinion pieces (‘I like...")
Write informational pieces about topics

Write short narratives about personal events
Use correct capitalization and punctuation

Spell simple words using letter-sound knowledge

Try This at Home!

Keep pencils, crayons, and paper available

Encourage your child to write grocery lists or notes

Have them write/draw birthday cards for family
members

Play with letter magnets on the refrigerator
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[1 Speaking & Listening [1 Try This at Homel!

 Follow discussion rules: listen, take turns speaking * Talk about your day at dinner time

= Describe familiar people, places, things & events * Practice waiting for your turn to speak

» Ask and answer questions clearly * Ask your child to describe their favorite toy in detail
» Express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly * Play "20 Questions” to build vocabulary

[l MATHEMATICS

Kindergarten math focuses on counting, numbers, simple addition and subtraction, shapes, and measurement:

Try This at Home!

Count items at the grocery store together
Count stairs as you walk up and down

Play number card games like War or Go Fish
Count objects around the house by 10s

[0 Counting & Numbers

* Count to 100 by 1s and 10s

* Write numbers 0-20

» Count objects and tell “how many” (up to 20)

« Compare numbers: greater than, less than, equal to
Understand place value for numbers 11-19

* % % * [

-+— Addition & Subtraction 1 Try This at Home!

« Represent addition & subtraction with objects and * Use snacks: “| have 5 crackers and eat 2. How many
drawings left?”

» Solve word problems within 10 * Play "Make 10" with playing cards (ace=1, 2-10)

» Decompose numbers into pairs (6 =3 + 2) * Ask: “We have 3 apples and 4 oranges. How many

« Find what number makes 10 (6 + ? = 10) total?”

« Add and subtract fluently within 5 * Use fingers to practice adding and subtracting

[0 Shapes & Measurement () Try This at Home!
« Name 2D shapes: circle, square, triangle, rectangle, * Go on a “shape hunt” around the house

hexagon * Sort laundry by color, size, or type with your child
* Name 3D shapes: cube, cone, cylinder, sphere * Compare sizes: “Is this longer or shorter than your
* Compare objects: longer/shorter, heavier/lighter shoe?”

*

» Sort and count objects into categories Build shapes with blocks, Legos, or play dough

 Build shapes from smaller shapes

0 KEY VOCABULARY YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

71 ELA Words 0 Math Words 1 Phonics Words Grammar Words
author numeral phoneme noun

illustrator greater than blend verb

character less than segment adjective

setting equal onset sentence

retell add rime plural

rhyme subtract short vowel singular

vowel vertex / corner long vowel capital letter
consonant two-dimensional fluency punctuation
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[0 Reading Every Day O Talk, Talk, Talk!

Reading together is the single most powerful thing you can Conversations build vocabulary and communication skills.
do! Even 15-20 minutes each day builds vocabulary, Research shows children who talk more with adults
comprehension, and a love of learning. develop stronger language skills.

« Read to your child, then ask questions « Talk about your day during meals

= Let your child retell the story to you * Name objects and describe them during errands

= Visit your local library regularly * Ask open-ended questions: “Tell me more about...”
[0 Consistent Routines [0 Celebrate Progress!

Kindergarteners thrive with predictable routines that Praise effort, not just results. A growth mindset helps
prepare them for school. children become resilient learners.

» Bedtime at the same time each night » Celebrate when your child writes their first sentence!
« Consistent morning routine to arrive at school on time = Display their artwork and writing at home

* Homework/reading time at the same time each day = Say: “I'm proud of how hard you tried!"

[0 WHAT TO EXPECT THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

0 0 0 E|
Fall Winter Spring End of Year Goal:
Build classroom routines, Blend and read CVC words, Read emergent-reader Count to 100, read sight
learn letter names, count to add & subtract within 5, books, add & subtract within words, add & subtract within
30, write name, identify basic identify story elements, write 10, compare numbers, write 10, write short sentences with
shapes sentences opinion pieces capital letters and
punctuation

Kindergarten Sight Word List
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Stay Connected with Your Child’s ner!

Email/School Status Class Newsletter Active Parent

Send a message anytime. Expect a Sent home weekly. Includes what Track your child’s progress,
response within 1 school day. we're learning and upcoming events. attendance, and assignments online.

We are partners in your child’s education. We're so glad to have you on the team!
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