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SOUTH TIPPAH SCHOOL DISTRICT

FIRST GRADE PARENT GUIDE

What Your Child Will Learn & How You Can Help at Home

Welcome to First Grade!

First grade is a landmark year — this is when children truly take off as readers, build real math skills, and grow their
curiosity and confidence! This guide is designed to help you understand what your child will be learning throughout the
school year, based on the Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards. You are your child’s first and most
important teacher — and your involvement at home makes all the difference!

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Your child will develop skills across four big areas in ELA this year:

Reading Foundations

Your child will learn to:

e Decode unfamiliar words using phonics and word patterns
» Read long and short vowel sounds with confidence

* Read words with common prefixes and suffixes

» Read 1st grade sight words automatically (fluency)

* Read aloud with accuracy, rate, and expression

» Self-correct when reading doesn’t make sense

Reading: Literature & Informational Text
Your child will learn to:
* Ask and answer questions about key story details
» Retell stories including the central message or lesson
* Describe characters, settings, and major events in detail
» |dentify the main topic and key details of nonfiction text
e Compare and contrast two texts on the same topic
» Use text features: headings, glossary, table of contents

Writing
Your child will learn to:
= Write opinion pieces stating a topic and supporting reason
* Write informative/explanatory texts about a topic
* Write narrative stories with sequence and details
* Use spaces between words and ending punctuation

Try This at Home!

* Practice 5 sight words on flashcards every night

% When your child gets stuck, say “Sound it out — what does
that letter say?”

% Have your child read ALOUD to you for 10-15 min daily
* Celebrate every new word they can read on their own!
* Use word-family charts: -at, -an, -it, -og, -ug

% Play “I Spy” using beginning or ending sounds

Try This at Home!
* After reading ask: “Who was this about? What happened?”
%* Ask: “What lesson did this story teach?”
* Read nonfiction books about animals, science, and history

* Ask: “How are these two books alike? How are they
different?”

% Point out headings and glossaries in books and magazines
* Visit the library regularly — let your child choose books

Try This at Home!
% Ask your child to write about their favorite thing — and WHY
¥ Encourage journaling or drawing + writing stories at home
% Point out capital letters and punctuation when reading

* Ask “Can you add more details?” when they share their
writing
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» Capitalize the first word of a sentence and the pronoun “I”

s Spell simple words correctly; use phonics for unknown words

Language & Speaking / Listening
Your child will learn to:
e Use singular/plural nouns and correct verb tenses
e Use adjectives and canjunctions in speech and writing
¢ Understand word meanings and shades of meaning

e Participate in collaborative conversations with peers and
adults

* Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says
» Describe familiar topics using specific details

MATHEMATICS
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+* Give them a special journal or notebook just for writing
* Praise effort — spelling will grow with practice and time!

Try This at Home!
* Play “describe it” games: give clues, guess the word
* Talk about word meanings: “What’s a better word for big?”
¥ Let your child explain and teach you something they learned
* Ask open-ended questions: “What do you think about that?

Why?"

% Have your child retell a movie or book in their own words
* Read poetry aloud — discuss how words create feelings

First grade math focuses on place value, addition, subtraction, measurement, and geometry:

-+Operations & Algebraic Thinking

Your child will learn to:
e Add and subtract within 20 fluently

o Solve word problems using addition and subtraction within
20
e Apply commutative property: 3+5 = 5+3
e Understand the relationship between addition and
subtraction
Find the unknown in equations (e.g., 8 + ? = 11)
e Count on to add; count back to subtract

Number & Operations in Base Ten
Your child will learn to:
e Count to 120, starting from any number
o Read and write numerals to 120
¢ Understand tens and ones (place value)
¢ Compare two-digit numbers using >, =, <
o Add within 100, including two-digit and one-digit numbers
Mentally add or subtract 10 from any two-digit number

[ ]

Measurement & Data

Your child will learn to:

o Order three objects by length; compare lengths indirectly

o Measure length using non-standard units (e.g., paper clips)
¢ Tell and write time in hours and half-hours (analog & digital)
e Organize and interpret data with up to 3 categories

e Ask and answer questions about data in charts and graphs

Try This at Home!

% Practice math facts 5 minutes a day — flashcards or apps
% Tell story problems at dinner: “6 grapes + 4 more = ?”

* Ask: “If 5+3=8, what does 8-3 equal?”

¥ Play card games: flip two cards, add them together

J Ask: “If you have 12 crackers and eat 5, how many left?”
* Skip count by 2s, 5s, and 10s in the car or on walks

Try This at Home!
% Count objects in groups of 10 — pennies, cereal, blocks
¥ Write numbers to 120 together using a hundreds chart
* Compare numbers on price tags: “Which costs more?”
% Practice: “What is 10 more than 34? 10 less?”
% Play “race to 100" — roll dice, add the numbers, keep score
¥ Bundle 10 toothpicks to show tens and ones

Try This at Home!

* Measure household objects with a ruler or blocks

* Practice reading the clock together: “What time is it?”

* Set alarms and count down to events: “30 minutes until
dinner!”

% Compare lengths of everyday objects: spoon vs. pencil vs.
shoe
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Geometry
Your child will learn to:

e Distinguish between defining and non-defining shape

attributes

Build and draw shapes with specific attributes

e Compose 2D and 3D shapes from smaller shapes

e Partition circles and rectangles into halves and fourths
e Describe equal shares using: halves, fourths, quarters
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Try This at Home!

“ Name 2D and 3D shapes around the house and outdoors

# Ask: “Is that still a square if we tilt it?”

% Use food to show halves and fourths: pizza, sandwiches, fruit
* Build shapes with toothpicks and playdough or clay

* Look for shapes in buildings: windows, doors, rooftops

KEY VOCABULARY YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

ELA Words Math Words
decode place value
fluency tens & ones
prefix compare
suffix greater than
opinion less than
narrative equation
informative unknown
retell halves
character fourths

Phonics Words Grammar Words
phoneme noun
grapheme verb
vowel adjective

conjunction

consonant plural
blending singular
segmenting punctuation
decoding capital letter
encoding tense

Reading Every Day

Reading together is the single most powerful thing you can do!
Even 15-20 minutes a day builds vocabulary, comprehension,
and a love of learning.

¢ Read to your child, then ask questions about the story
¢ Let your child read aloud to you — correct gently
* Visit the Tippah County Library regularly

Consistent Routines
First graders thrive on predictable daily routines that set them
up for success at school.
* Same bedtime every night — aim for 10-12 hours of sleep
¢ Consistent morning routine so your child arrives on time
* Set a homework and reading time each afternoon

Talk, Talk, Talk!
Conversations build vocabulary and thinking skills. Children
who talk more with adults develop stronger language abilities.
¢ Talk about your day during meals — use rich vocabulary
» Ask open-ended questions: “Tell me more about...”
e Let your child explain and teach YOU semething they learned

Celebrate Progress!
Praise effort, not just results. A growth mindset helps children
become resilient, confident learners.
* Celebrate when your child reads their first full book!
* Display their writing and artwork proudly at home
¢ Say: “I’'m proud of how hard you tried!”

WHAT TO EXPECT THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
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Winter

Read CVC and short vowel
words, add & subtract within
10, identify story elements,
write apinion pieces

Fall

Build classroom routines, begin
phonics, count to 50, write
name and sentences, learn sight
words

Spring

Read 1st grade books fluently,
add & subtract within 20,
compare numbers to 120, write
narrative stories

First Grade Sight Words

'ii‘: ._:i’ Year Goal »

Count to 120, read all sight
words fluently, add & subtract
within 20, write paragraphs
with punctuation

Unit 1-Week 1: not, school, what, does
Unit 1-Week 2: down, out, very, up
Unit 1- Week 3: be, come, good, pull
Unit 1- Week 4: they, too, fun, make

Unit 1- Week 5: jump, move, run, two

Unit 2- Week 1: again, new, help, there, use
Unit 2-Week 2: could, three, one, live, then
Unit 2-Week 3: eat, no, under, of, who

Unit 2- Week 4: all, her, call, day, want

Unit 2- Week 5: around, place, by, many, walk

Unit 3- Week 1:
Unit 3- Week 2:
Unit 3- Week 3:
Unit 3- Week 4:
Unit 3- Week 5:

away, some, way, now, today, why

green, grow, pretty, should, grow, water, togeth
any, happy, so, from, once, upon

ago, girl, old, boy, how, people

after, done, soon, buy, every, work

ar

Unit 4- Week 1: about, carry, give, animal, eight, our
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Unit 4-Week 2: or, because, into, other, small, blue

Unit 4- Week 3: fine, more, start, food, over, warm
Unit 4- Week 4. caught, know, listen, flew, laugh, listen, were

Unit 4- Week 5: found, near, would, write, woman, hard

Unit 5- Week 1: four, none, put, large, only, round

Unit 5- Week 2: another, full, poor, climb, great, through
Unit 5- Week 3: began, guess, right, better, learn, sure
Unit 5- Week 4. thought, oh, instead, early, nothing, color

Unit 5- Week 5: above, fall, money, build, knew, toward

Unit 6- Week 1: answer, busy, enough, brought, door, eyes
Unit 6- Week 2: brother, friend, mother, father, love, picture
Unit 6- Week 3: children, month, their, been, question, year,
Unit 6- Week 4. before, heard, your, front, push, tomorrow
Unit 6- Week 5: few, surprise, young, gone, wonder, favorite

Stay Connected with Your Child’s Teacher!

Email / School Status Class Newsletter Active Parent

Send a message anytime. Expect a Sent home weekly. Includes what we're Track your child’s progress, attendance,
response within 1 school day. learning and upcoming events. and assignments online.

We are partners in your child’s education. We’re so glad to have you on the team!
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